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began to gain ground, as more physicians came to America from England and France,
and as such men as John Morgan brought back ideas from Edinburgh and London,
special instruction in medicine began to appear in a few colleges, notably at those
colleges where science had received particular emphasis—the College of Philadelphia,
King's College, and Harvard.
Training in theology fared somewhat better because of the religious bias in most
colleges. Students with a bent for theology could do special work with the professor of
theology, who was often the president, or the young graduate might stay on after
receiving his B.A. degree and receive individual theological instruction. He could then
be apprenticed to a clergyman or teach school while awaiting the call to a pastorate.
The most thoroughgoing formulation of the ideal of a modern university was
made by Thomas Jefferson. In his plans for the University of Virginia in 1818,
Jefferson struck the major notes of modernity time and again: its secular public service
purpose, its professional function, and its scientific and practical orientation:
To form the statesmen, legislators and judges, on whom public prosperity
and individual happiness are so much to depend; [These are the men of public
affairs who will lead the new republican society. ]
To expound the principles and structure of government, the laws which
regulate the intercourse of nations, those formed municipally for our own
government, and a sound spirit of legislation, which, banishing all arbitrary and
unnecessary restraint on individual action, shall leave us free to do whatever does
not violate the equal rights of another. [Here is the stress upon the study of
politics and society in the service of republicanism and freedom.]
To harmonize and promote the interests of agriculture, manufacture and
commerce, and by all well informed views of political economy to give a free
scope to the public industry; [A statement that proclaims the university's
responsibility to promote the economic development of a modernizing society.]
To develop the reasoning faculties of our youth, enlarge their minds,
cultivate their morals and instill into them the precepts of virtue and order; [A
goal that echoes the usual traditional academic statement of the purposes of a
college education.]
To enlighten them with mathematical and physical sciences, which ad-
vance the arts, and administer to the health, the subsistence, and comforts of
human life; [The stress is upon the modern studies and their practical applica-
tion to social service.]
And, generally, to form them to habits of reflection and correct action,
rendering them examples of virtue to others, and of happiness within themselves.
[All leading to the formation of exemplary republican conduct.]10
Jefferson proposed that ten schools be established to carry out these aims. He
still found room for the classics in one of the schools, but he found no room for
religion. The other nine schools were to consist of: modern languages; pure mathe-
matics; physico-mathematics; physics (natural philosophy); botany and zoology; anat-
10 Saul K. Padover, The Complete Jefferson, Tudor Publishing Company, New York, 1943, pp.
1098,1100-1101.

